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ON THE STUDY OF DIVINITY, 
(Concluded from page 406.) 
CHAPTER IX. Continued. 


Avortner recommendation of the Scriptures is, that they af- 
ford the most awful and the most amiable manifestations of the 
GopHeap. His glory shines, and his goodness smiles, in those 
divine pages, with unparalleled lustre. Here we have a satis~ 
factory explanation of our own state. The origin of evil is 
traced; the cause of all our misery discovered; and the remedy, 
the infallible remedy, both clearly shewn, and freely offered.— 
The merits of the bleeding Jesus, lay a firm foundation for all 
our hopes, while gratitude for bis dying love, suggests the 
most winning incitement to every duty.—Morality, admired mo- 
rality, is delineated in all its branches: Is ER, A its pro- 
per basis, and raised to its highest elevation—Thbe Spirit of 
Gop is promised, to enlighten the darkness of our understand- 
ings, and strengthen the imbecility of our wills. What anample 
provision is made by these blessed Books, for all our spiritual 
wants! And in this resect, bow indisputable is their superiority 
to all other-compositions ! 

Is any one conviaced of guilt, as provoking heaven, and ruin- 
ing the soul ?—let him ask reason to point out a mean of recon- 
ciliation, anda refuge of safety. Reason hesitates as she re- 
plies: ‘* The Deity may, perhaps, accept our supplications, and 
grant forgiveness.’”? But the Scriptures leave us not to the sad 
uncertututy of conjecture. They speak the language of clear 
assurance. God das set forth a propitiation. He does forgive 
gur iniquities : He wi/l remember our sins no more. | 
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442 ON THE ELEGANCE AND DIGNITY OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, 


Are we assaulted by temptation, or averse to duty ?— Philoso- 
phy may attempt to parry the thrust, or to stir up the reluctant 
mind, by disclosing the deformity of vice, and urging the fitness 
of things. The Bible recommends no such incémpeteut suc- 
cours. My grace, says its Almighty Author, zs sufficient for thee : 
—Sim shall not have dominion over you. The great Jenovan, 
in whom is everlasting strength, He worketh in us, both to will 
and to do, of his good pleasure. 

Should we be visited with sickness, or overtaken by any ca- 
amity, the consolation which Plato offers, is, That such dispen- 
sations coincide with the universal plan of divine government. 
Virgil will tell us for relief, that afflictive visitations are, more 
or jess, the unavoidable lot ‘of allmen. Another moralist whis- 
pers in the dejected sufferer’s ear, ‘Impatience adds to the 
load: Whereas, a calm submission renders it more supporta- 
ble.””»—Does the word of Revelation dispense such spiritless and 
fugitive cordials ? No, those sacred pages inform us, That irib- 
ulations are fatherly chastisements ; tokens of our Maker’s love, 

and fruits of his care: That they are intended to work im us, the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, and to work out for us, an eter- 
nal weight of glory. 

Should we, under the summons of death, have recourse to the 
mosi celebrated comforters in the heathen world; they would in- 
crease our apprehensions, rather than mitigate our dread. Death 
is represented by the great master of their Schools * As the most 
formidable of ali evils.” They were not able positively to deter- 
mine, whether the soul survived; and never so much as dream- 
ed of the resurrection of the body. —Whereas, the Book of God 
strips the monster of his horrors, or turns him into a messenger 
of peace : Gives him an angel’s face, and a deliverer’s hand. As- 
certaining to the souls of the righteous, an immediate translation 
into the regions of bliss; and ensuring to their bodies, a most 
advantageous revival, at the restoration of all things. Inestima- 
ble Book! It heals the maladies of life, and subdues the fear of 
death. It strikes a lightsome vista through the gloom of the 
grave ; and opens a charming, a glorious prospect of immortal- 
ity in the heavens. 

These, with many other excellencies peculiar to the Scrip- 
tures, one would imagine, more than sufficient, to engage 
every sensible heart in their favour; and introduce them with 
the Aighest esteem, into every improved conversation ! 

Another very distinguishing peculiarity of the sacred writ- 
ings, is the method of communicating advice, or administering 
reproot, by parables. A method, which levels itself to the low- 
est apprehensions, without giving offence to the most supercili- 
ous temper. Yet is as much superior to plain unornamented 
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precepts, as the enlivened scenes of a well wrought tragedy ; 
are tnore impressive and affecting than a simple narration of 
the plot. 

It has been very justly remarked, that this eloquence of simil- 
itudes is equally affecting to the wise, and intelligible to the ig- 
norant. It shews, rather than relates, the point to be illustrat- 
ed. It has been admired by the best judges in all ages: but 
never was carried to its highest perfection, till our Lord spoke 
the parable of the prodigal.—Which has a beauty that no para- 
phrase can heighten; a perspicuity, that renders all interpreta- 
tion needless; and a force, which every reader, not totally in- 
sensible, must feel. 

The condescension and goodness of Gop are, every where, 
conspicuous in the productions of nature: He conveys to us 
the most valuadle fruits, by the intervention of the loveliest blos- 
soms. Though the Present is, itself, extremely acceptable ; he 
has given in an additional endearment, by the beauties which ar- 
ray it, or the perfumes which surround it —In the pages of Rev- 
elation likewise, he has communicated to us the most glorieus 
truths, adorned with all the graces of composition: Such as may 

olish the man of genius, and improve the man of worth. Such 
as highly delight our imagination, even while they cultivate and 
refine our morals. 

Who then would not gladly receive that gracious exhortation : 
Tet the word of Christ dwell in you richly ?”” Who would not 
willingly obey that benign command; “ Thou shalt talk of ity 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” 

When I consider the language of the Scriptures, and sometimes 
experience their energy on my soul, I am inclined to say, ‘* Oth- 
er writings, though polished with the nicest touches of art, only 
tinkle on the ear, or affect us like the shepherd’s reed. But 
these, even amidst all their noble negligence, strike, alarm, trans- 
port us,—somewhat like the voice of thunder, or the arch-an- 
gel’s trumpet.” 

When I consider the Contents of the Scriptures ; and believe 
myself interested in the promises they make, and the privileges 
they confer, | am induced to cry out, ‘* What are all the other 
books in the world, compared with these invaluable volumes ? 
No more thanan entertaining novel, or a few prudential rules for 
domestic ceconomy, compared with a parent’s will, a royal char- 
ter, or an imperial grant of titles and manors.” 

All these circumstances remiod me of an encomium, most de- 
servedly given to the Biste, which though quite artless, is, I 
think, abundantly more expressive than the most laboured ef- 
forts of Rhetoric.--Jt came from the lips of.a martyr, who, be» 
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eos } 
fe 3 ing condemned to die for his inviolable adherence to the pure 
ig doctrines of scripture, when he arrived at the stake, and had 
‘oad composed himself for execution, took his final leave in these af- 
+i | : 
i fecting words, ‘Farewell sun and moon! Farewell all the beau- 


ties of creation, and comforts of life! Farewell my honoured 
friends! Farewell my beloved relations! And farewell thou pre- 
cious, precious Book of Gop !” 
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oy Biography. 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE MR. WMe APPLETON. 


(Concluded from page 412.) 


Of his Sufferings and Death. 


On Sunday, June 1, Mr. Appleton preached at Luton: three 
times, and administered the sacrament, whici services closed his 
, valuable labours in the church below. He left home on Monday 
morning, June 2, in a one horse chaise, and in passing through 
St. Albans, on his way to London, the horse, by a sudden motion 
of his head, drew the reins out of his hands. Mr. A. apprehend- 
ing danger, leaped out to recover them, and by so doing broke 
his leg, and dislocated his ancle bone. He was immediately con- 
veyed to the house of one of our friends, where every thing that 
was possible was done for his accommodation. Mr. Lusher, 
who went out last September, on a mission to Canada, and who 
was at St. Aibans when the accident happened, writes to a 
friend as follows : 
“ Dear Sir, 

“In compliance with your request I here transmit to youa 
few particulars of the painful, though not unprofitable, interview 
which I had with our respected brother Appleton, a few minutes 
after the accident occurred which caused his death. Having 
spent the Sabbath at St. Albans, I was preparing the next morn- 
ing to come to Town, when intelligence was brought to the house 
where I was of the melancholy event. I immediately hastened to 
our dear friend, in order that [ might render him any assistance 
that I was able. On entering the room, to which he had been 
conveyed, I found him stretched upon the bed, attended by some 
of our friends and the surgeon, who was preparing to perform 
the agonizing operation of setting his dreadfuliy fractured leg. 
The scene of suffering which presented itself; the probable con- 
sequences which [ anticipated, and other considerations, con- 
curred to overpower my mind, that for a few moments | was un- 
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able tospeak. I went, however, to his bedside, and said to him, 
I am sorry, Sir, to find you in such circumstances. He seized my 
hand, and with a smiling countenance, and in a manner which I 
shall never forget, replied, ‘The Lord he is God! The Lord 
he is God.’ His mind appeared to be perfectly tranquil and 
happy ; indeed, such strong faith, such patient resignation and 
fortitude, as he manifested during the whole of the painful op- 
eration, which lasted full two hours, I had never before witness- 
ed. Contemplating the superlative excellency of our holy-re- 
ligion, as exemplified in the faith and patience of our friend, I 
could not help saying within myself, ‘ What hath the world to 
equal this?’ The religion of Jesus is indeed the ‘ one thing 
needful.’ Such was the agony that he endured through the vio- 
lence that was obliged to be used in order to replace the bone, 
that, for some minutes he could neither speak nor be spoken to: 
moments, however, of comparative ease he employed in con- 
versation with me, on the state of his mind, his future prospects, 
&c. &c. I observed to him, this is one of those mysterious dis- 

ensations of Providence to which you have, no doubt, frequent- 
apecnone in your public ministrations ; one of the ‘all things’ 
which you have represented as working together for good to the 
Christian. He acquiesced, and declared his firm persuasion, 
whatever might be the issue of his present afflictions, whether life 
or death, it was intended and calculated to promote his best inter- 
esis: some wise and gracious purpose was to be accomplished. 
This he repeated several times, and concluded by saying, with pi- 
ous exultation, ‘These light afflictions which are but for a moment, 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry.’ Among a variety of other cheering observations which he 
made, relative to the state of his mind and bis Christian expe- 
rience, he told me that for some time past his soul had been un- 
usually happy in God ; that he had enjoyed much of the Divine 

resence, both in private and in his public labours. During 
the last week he said he walked fifty miles to his different ap- 
pointments ; but his pleasures were more abundant than his la- 
bours. ‘Last night (said he) I was favoured with a most de- 
lighiful and ravishing view of heaven.” The recollection of this 
seemed to,inspire his soul anew. ‘Surely (said he) God has 
thus been preparing me for this trial. Lord sanctify it: thy 
will be done.’ During those paroxysms of pain, which pre- 
vented conversation, he appeared to be engaged in prayer; he 
felt its necessity, which led him to repeat those lines, with much 
fervency, 

‘The praying spirit breathe, 
The watching pow’r impart ; 
From all entanglements beneath, 
Call off my wand’ring heart.’ 
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Among his audible ejaculations were the following: ‘ Jesus, 
Master, help ne. Lord be with me. Grant me patience.’ To 
the surgeon he observed, ‘ There are no broken bones in heav- 
en, Doctor; there is no pain, no suffering, no sin, no death 
there.’ 
‘ There we shall see his face, 
And never, never sin; 
There from the rivers of his grace 
Drink endless pleasures in.” 


The surgeon having succeeded, after repeated efforts, in replac- 
ing’ the bone, and having bound up his leg, said to him, ‘ kvery 
thing that arécan do for you is done, all now depends upon your- 
self, that 1s, upon your constitufion, and upon keeping yourself, 
still and quiet;’ but, he observed, that it was a very dangerous 
case, it was as bad a fracture as could take place. Mr. A. thank- 
ed him for his attentions and frankness, and observed, ‘I sup- 
pose you apprehend inflammation, Doctor? Perhaps the loss of 
my leg, perhaps heaven.’ ‘1 hope, Sir, (replied the surgeon,) 
your life will be spared.’ The cautious, doubtful language of 
the surgeon excited no alarm in his mind; his own anticipations 
were In unison with the fears of his medical attendant ; although 
he was persuaded nothing is too hard for God to eflect; yet he 
seemed to think that his work on earth was done, and that his 
affliction would be unto death. It was while these impressions 
were on his mind that he repeated with indescribable energy and 


confidence those lines, 


‘My soul, through my Redeemer’s care, 
Sav’d from the second death J feel.’ 


His confidence, I have no doubt, he maintained steadfast to the 
end. My knowledge of Mr. A. previously to my meeting him 
at St. Albans, was very slight. To him, I believe, J was alto- 
gether a stranger ; but the two hours I spent with him were suf- 


ficient to convince me that he was aman of God—that the 


church has lost a pious and useful member and minister, and his 
family an affectionate husband and father. May wesfollow him 
as he followed Christ !-—-Your’s, affectionately, R. L. Lusuer.” 

Mr. Thompson, one of his colleagues, whose attention and 
kindness was without limit from the time he first saw him till his 
spirit took its everlasting flight, observes, “ About four hours 
after the accident took place, I was with him myself: when I 
entered his room he said, ‘ Brother Thompson I am pleased 
to see you;’ upon my saying so should I have been pleased to 
see you, my brother, had it not been under such painful cir- 
cumstances, he said, ‘ But you know, brother Thompson, & 
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* 

sparrow cannot fall to the ground without my heavenly Father ; 
] believe my gracious God has permitted this to prevent a much 

reater evil:’ and then with tears, which | thought expressive 
of the grateful sense» he had of the divine goodness, he said, 
‘ Father, I thank thee, for thou doest all things well.’ I sat up 
with him the following night, and about ten o’clock he was 
seized with a violent sickness, which, with very short intermis- 
sions, continued till five the next morning. This, with the pain 
of his limb, and his great wish to see Mrs. Appleton, rendered 
the scene one of the most distressing I ever witnessed: but 
brother Appleton seemed to view it in a different light ; he told 
me that the night before he had been administering the Lord’s 
supper, at Luton, and had made use of these words in his pray- 
er, ‘One drop of thy sad cup afford ;’* then with an jelevation 
of voice he said, ‘ and this is but onedrop.? Wednesday morn- 
ing, about nine o’clock, being informed Mrs. Appleton was 
come, he appeared quite overcome, and said, ‘ Let me pray 
that the Lord, my God, may support her; I am afraid it will be 
too much for her.’ After which, on Mrs. Appleton going to him, 
as soon as he could speak, he said , ‘ My precious dear wife, it 
is all weld, our heavenly Father knows what is best for us, nev- 
er miad, we shall know all about it by and by.” He was soon 
after visited by tue Rev. Mr. Marshall, a respectable Socinian 
minister, (of whose kindness we had many proofs afterwards,) 
who as he entered the room, said, ‘ My dear Sir, | sympathize 
with you in your affliction.” Mr. A. replied, “I thank you, Sir, 
but this bed is not so uneasy as you may suppose, my heavenly 
Father bas made it for me, and that makes it feel so pleasant : 
yes, Sir, I have made God my refuge, and under his wings will I 
remain tll this calamity be overpassed.’ The doctor, after dress- 
ing the wound, said, ‘ The wound looks more favourable, there 
is no cause for alarm, Sir.? He replied, with energy, * Alarm, 
Sir, there is nothing in death, orin any thing which may go be- 
fore, or follow after death, that alarms me; my Lord Jesus Christ 
has disarmed death of its sting, Sir, so that for me to die would 
be gain.” 

June 5. Many of his friends from Londor came to see him, 
all of whom he exhorted to be serious, saying, “ Seriousness 
becomes us who are hastening to the grave.” June 8. Mr. 
Thompson observes, ‘ The doctor having discovered symptoms 
of an alarming nature, | stayed with my dear brother through 
the night: about midnight, when I, with several of his friends, 
stood around his bed, he requested me to go to prayer, which I 
did; and then, with uncommon fervour, he prayed himself; 
after which he seeined overwhelmed with a sense of the divine 


*If this was 2 petition fer suffering it was very improper. 
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presence ; and with 4 voice that might have been heard at a 
great distance, cried out, ‘ Praise him, ye angels—praise him, 
ye spirits of the just made perfect—praise him, all his works, in 
all places of his dominions—praise the Lord, O my soul.’? ‘QO 
brother Thompson, (said he) how good the Lord is to favour me, 
one of the most unworthy of all his servants, with so pleasant a 
journey home:’ then, as though he had the heavenly world in 


full view, he began singing, 


‘¢ What are all my conflicts here, 
If, Lord, thou count me meet 
With that enraptur’d host t? appear, 
And worship at thy feet.’ ” 


June 10. A friend says, ‘“ Being called to the room of my 
much respected brother, he looked steadfastly at me, and being 
informed that I, with another friend, was going to be with him 
that night, he took me affectionately by the hand, and casting 
his eyes upwards, said, ‘ May the Lord Jesus reward you tor 
your kindness.’ During the night he expressed himself as being 
as happy as he could be out of heaven, frequently desiring us to 
pray, and most heartily and fervently engaging himself. When 
the sun began to show its lustre in the morning, he began to as- 
cribe glory to God, and to the Sun of Righteousness, and ear- 
nestly intreated him to manifest his blessed presence to us 
again before we parted. [have much reason to bless God for 
the season I enjoyed with him.” 

June 12, Mr. Thompson says, “ When I entered his room 
this morning, he said, ‘© brother Thompson, I have had a 
blessed night; my dear wife, who has been with me through 
the whole of it, has been praying with me, and God has blessed 
us together, and filled me with bis love.’ ‘Oh! (said he,) my 
cup overflows! How I love my God! How I love his church! 
How | love my dear wife and family! How I love the whole 
world!’ Then he repeated, 


‘ Thee will I love, my joy, my crown, 
Thee will I love, my Lord, my God ; 
Thee wili I love beseath thy frown 
Or smile, thy sceptre or thy rod: 
What, though my heart and’ flesh decay, 
Thee will I love in endless day. ” 


June 14. He was exceedingly happy. On his receiving a letter 
from his friend, the Rev. Waiter Griffith, he appeared much 
leased ; he said to his wife, after she bad read it to him, “ Bless 
the Lord, there you see, my dear, Christ dues-not leave or for- 
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sake us, nor our friends forget us. Oh how kind of my dear 
brother to write to me; read it again, my love, and you must 
answer it yourself to-day.” Inthe afternoon Mrs. A. said, * My 
dear. I am going to write to Mr. Griffith, what shall I say to him?” 
With tears he replied, “ Tell tim] love him, and that Jesus is 
very, very precious; and though I am lying on a bed of straw, 
he makes it as a bed of roses; and if I never see him again on 
earth,’?—here he wept much, saying, “ Oh I long to see him just 
now, to tell him how good the Lond is :’? and then with a coun- 
tenance expressive of his resignation, said, ‘‘ Well, a little pa- 
tience, and I shall meet him in heaven, where all our trials are 
o’er, our sufferings and our pain.” 

June 15. A friend who sat up with him last night, says, ‘ Such 
was the extasy and joy of our dear brother Appleton, through 
the whole of the night, that while I felt, 1 could not but wonder ; 
I can say, | never spent such a night of prayer and praise in my 
life; nor ever did f hear one person speak so much of the glory: 
of God; and in such exalted language as is impossible for me to 
repeat. We had a most blessed season indeed, a time much to 
be remembered by me; and I believe to our dear brother it was 
glory begun below. As this was the appointed day for him to be 
moved into another bed, every one appeared to dread the time; 
he was asked by his anxious wife whether he met it with fear? 
He replied, ‘ Oh no, my dear love ;’ and with great calmness, 
said, ‘1 am in my heavenly Father’s arms ;’ we added, ‘ but J 
wish you to be with me.’ On her observing she was afraid her 
feelings would not allow her, he replied, ‘ The Lord, my God, 
support you, my dearest wife; and I have his promise, and I 
know he will, only continue to loek to Jesus. Now my dear, pro- 
mise me that you will not leave me, when the doctors and friends 
come to move me.’ It was a trying time, but he bore it as he 
had every other pang, with great patience and fortitude.” 

June 16,17. He was very faint and low; he frequently said, 
* Bless the Lord; when I am weak then am I strong: Glory be 
to God: praise him, praise him. O pray and praise him for 
ever and ever.’? At another time, feeling very weak, he said, 
“¢ When I cannot talk of my Jesus, I shall still look to him and 
praise him.” 

June 18. Very dangerous symptoms appeared, and the doc- 
tors yave no hope whatever. Mr. Thompson says, “ This night 
I believe I shall never forget.”? He requested the Lord’s sup- 
per might be administered to all in die house ; to this I object- 
ed, believing him incapable of enduring the fatigue it would oc- 
casion; we however engaged in prayer; after which he took 
a most affectionate leave of his almost broken-hearted wife, 
saying at the close, ** Look to Jesus, now, my dear, and when I 
am gone, still look to and praise my Jesus ; and though we shalt 
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be separated a little while, it is our heavenly Father’s will.¥ 
He then requested his youngest child to be brought to him, the 
other being from home, which was done a little before three in 
the morning. ‘The father took the child in his arms, and in a 
most affecting. solemn manner dedicated him to God, praying if 
it was the will of God to spsre him. that he might carry the gos- 
pel to the heathen, and be a Methodist missionary. He then 
requested me to pray again, which I] did; after which he evi- 
dently longed to be gone. His hope bloomed with immortality. 
To give you a description of his rapturous joy is impossible. 
He sung, ‘ Vital spark of heavenly flame ;?? and when he came 
to those words, *‘ Sister spirit come away,’’ he seemed to have 
the heavenly world in full view. He repeated that verse in our 
hymn hook, “ By faith we already behold.” After this it pleas- 
ed the Almighty God, who is represented by the prophet as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, to increase the heat of the furnace, 
into which he had thrown his faithful servant; but this only 
tended to make his end the more glorious : 


*¢ Like Moses’ bush he mounted higher, 
And flourish’d unconsum’d in fire.’’ 


He endured the trial, and came forth as gold well purified, and 
is now where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are atrest. His strong and lively faith, his invincible patience, 
his entire resignation to the Divine will, his love to God and his 
fellow-creatures, his gratitude for the least assistance, and his 
deep humility, made him appear to me what J think David meant 
by a perfect man. He came out of the trial singing, ‘ Glory, 
glory, glory.” 

Mr. Jameson, his excellent and worthy superintendent, writes 
the tollowing short account: ‘* Our late dear brother Appleton 
‘preached three times on the Ist of June, at Luton, and adminis- 
tered the sacrament to the Society ;_ which services closed his 
valuable and pious labours inthe church. On the above day 
his labours were particularly owned and blessed to numbers. 


‘Our dear brother was very happy himself, and was evidently 


much assisted, so as to rise consideribly superior in power and 


“zeal above his ordinary labours. which were always sound and 


ood. The circumstances connected with the psintul provi- 
dence I forbear to mention, as you are acquainted with every 
particular. During our late dear brother's affliction a genvral 
spirit of sympathy was felt by the inhabitants; the most lively 
€oncern was manifested for his welf#re, both by the people and 
ministers, in St. Albsns ; several of our own members express- 
ed themselves as receiving such views of religion and the power 
of Divine grace, as they never had before, fram the solemn ex- 
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hortations and exemplary patience of our dear brother. During 
his painful affliction, throuyh the whole of which, with the excep- 
tion of short intervals of sleep, our dear, pious, suffering brother 
was praying, praising, exhorting or speaking of the goodness of 
God. His uniform language was ‘ My Father has done all things 
well;’ and in the most affectionate and aff-cting way he en- 
deavoured to encourage Mrs. Appleton to look to Jesus, and to 
cast her care and burden upon the Lord; and wished to draw 
her distressed mind from the afflictive scene, and direct her to 
future ylory, where he expected to meet heragain. On Friday 
night, the 20th of June, I was with my dear brother; he slept 
much, but it soon appeared that it was not a refreshing sleep. 
About twa o’clock in the morning he awoke from one of his 
short sleeps, and with a voice I think twice as loud as I ever 
hesrd him speak in the pulpit, he, in a most solemn manner, 
praised God in nearly the following language; ‘Glory be to God 
the Father for his mercy manifested tous. Glory be to God the 
Son, who hath redeemed us by iis most precious blood. Glory 
be to God the Holy Ghost, the Sanctifier. O ye angels of light, 
assist me to praise him. O what glory! What glory! What 
glory is this!’ As the morning approached, my dear brother be- 
came more restless. A little before three in the morning, dear 
sister Appleton came into the room; the scene now became truly 
affecting, life appeared to be ebbing out very fast; but Christ 
was precious—all was peace. Our dear brother, even in these 
circumstances, endeavoured to comfort his dear weeping partner, 
and to direct her view to future glory, saying, “In a little time 
you shall follow me ; look to Jesus ; and if he will allow | will be 
your guardiin angel and ministering spirit, and by and by will 
welcome you on those blissful shores, where you shall weep no 
more.’ Inthe most solemn and triumphant manner he repeated 
the tollowing passage of Scripture: ‘! am the resurrection and 
the life, he that believeth in me, though he were dead yet shall 
he live, &c. to the end of the passage. From my first acquaint- 
ance with the late Mr. Appleton, | considered him as one of the 
best of men, an Israelite indeed, without cuile: and his Chris- 
tian patience and entire resignation, his gratitude for the small- 
est assistance, his blooming hope, and ardent love to God and 
his fellow-creatures, made him what I think David meant by a 
perfect man; and his end was glorious and triumphant, as we 
might expect the end of such a man to be. Puitip Jameson.” 

He exchanged this life for a better, about two o’clock on the 
afte:noon of Saturday, June 21, 1817.—‘* For him to live was 
Christ: to die was gain.” 


*¢ His God sustain’d him in the final hour; 
His final hour brought glory to his God.” 
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452 ILLUSTRATION OF EPH. I. 4, 5, 6. 


Scripture L\lustrated. 


-—~ 


ILLUSTRATION OF EPHESIANS I. 4, 5, Ge 


According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him 
love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 


made us accepted in the beloved. 


As this passage of scripture has produced much contention in 
the christian world, it may not be improper to examine it with 
particular attention, in order, if possihle, to obtain the true 
sense of the Apostle. That this may be more easily and clear- 
ly perceived, it is needful to observe, that many passages in the 
Epistles of St. Paul appear to be designed to answer an objec- 
tion which the Jews urged in opposition to the calling of the 
Gentiles to the privileges of the kingdom of God. This objec- 
tion was ostensibly founded on the special prerogatives which 
the law had conferred on the Jews, and from which the Gentiles 
were excluded. While the Apostle appears to admit their 
claim, so far as the law of Moses was concerned, he urges the 
priority and paramount authority of the covenant of grace; be- 
ing first revealed to Adam, and afterwards confirmed to Abra- 
ham, with a special promise that in him, and his seed should al? 
the nations of the earth be blessed; and in a masterly manner 
draws the conclusion, that the law, given four hundred and thirty 
years after, could never disannul the promise, and make it of 
no effect. In addition to this, he frequently refers to the pro- 

yhecies of the Jewish scriptures, to prove that God, from the 
oe. had designed to extend salvation to the Gentile 
world. It was important that this controversy should be set- 
tled, in order that the gospel might have a free and successful 
circulation among the Sentiles: Hence the Apostle, in all his 
epistles, takes special care to establish the first principle, the 
original purpose of God, embracing the uncircumcision as well 
as the circumcision: and considering himself as the Apostle of 
the Gentiles, by the special appointment of God, he addresses 
them in a corporate capacity, as if he himself were a Gentile. 

These preliminaries, rightly considered, will afford us no 
small aid in ascertaining the import of the passage before 
us. Immediately after the usual salutation, the Apostle, with 2 
beautiful abruptness, expresses his gratitude and praise to God 
for the spiritual blessings, in heatielr places, bestowed on the 
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Ephesians, and on the Gentiles in general; and in the verses 
under consideration, he shews the ground of these blessings ; 
a ground as ancient as the economy of redemption: in which 
economy it pleased God to make choice of the Gentiles, as well 
as the Jews, to be heirs of the grace of life; and according to 
the tenor of which, he had sondiiehestid them to the adoption 
of sons: that is, had marked, defined, and pointed them out be- 
forehand, as candidates for all the immunities of the sons of 
God. This is the proper sense of the verb zpos from zpo be- 
fore, and opgw to define, bound or terminate. An analogical 
view of this controverted passage will afford abundant proof 
that the above is the true meaning, and that it cannot have any 
relation to an absolute, unconditional predestination of particular 
persons to eternal salvation. Compare the fourth and fifth with 
the ninth and tenth verses of this chapter. ‘ Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather together in one, all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
even in him.’ Nothing is more evident than that the ‘ purpose 
of God? and the ‘mystery of his will,’ here refer to his gather- 
ing together in one all things,’ Jews and Gentiles, ‘ in Christ.’ 
Again 1Cor. ii. 7. ‘ But we speak the wisdom of God in a 
inystery, even the hidden wisdom which God ordained before 
(apodpctv) the world, unto our glory.’ 

The ‘wisdom of God’ is here put for the gospel method of 
salvation, which was hidden, or but partially revealed, espe- 
cially in relation to its design in extending all its great and 
blessed privileges to the Gentiles, incorporating them in one 
body with the ancient people of God, till the ministry of the 
Apostles made it manifest. Compare the above with the view 
of the Apostle in Eph. iii. 3—11. *‘ How that by revelation he 
made known unto me the mystery, which in other ages (y:tae; 
generations) was not made known to the sons of men, as it is 
now revealed unto his holy Apostles and prophets by the Spir- 
it; That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs of the same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus, by the gospel ;— 
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery 
which from the beginning of the world (as@w) hath heen hid in 
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ ;—According to 
the eternal purpose (Kare wpadicw 749 asavwy) which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”? The purpose of God, in this place, 
wnanifestly relates to the Gentiles being made feélow heirs; and 
partakers of the promise of the gospel. 

' From a careful comparison of these texts, which have an ob- 
vious reference to one and the same subject, viz. the determi- 
jation of God, threugh the mediation of his Son. to save the 








an 


— 


= 
_—S SS eo - 


al SS 


te a 


== 


— 


i 


Se 


i oft 2 . 
SS See SES 


\| 





454 THE UTILITY OF THE WORKS OF GOD. 


Gentile world, it will clearly appear that the Apostle in the 
fourth and fifth verses of the first chapter is so far from vindi- 
cating a particular, personal, and unconditional predestination of 
individuals to eternal life, that he only asserts this great and 
precious truth, viz. That God had predestinated the Ephesians, 
and with them the whole Gentile world, to be partakers, and fel- 
low heirs (with the Jews) of all the promises of the New-Cov- 
enant, according to the plan and conditions of salvation reveal- 
ed in the gospel. 


eee kK oe 
The Attributes of God Displayed. 


Ee ee 


The Utility, Magnificence, and Harmony of the Works of God, 
as displayed in the visible creation.—Eng. Meth. Mag. 


“¢ Jovis omnia plena,” —————- VirG. 


‘¢ And yet was every faltering tongue of man, 
ALMIGHTY FATHER! silent in thy praise ; 

Thy works themselves would raise a general voice, 
Even in the depth of solitary woods 

By human foot untrod, proclaim thy power, 

And to the quire celestial Ture resound, 

The eternal cause, support, and end of all!” 


A partial consideration of the universe is ever apt to dishon- 
our its great Author; but a judicious survey of all the parts, 
as forming one grand whole, strikingly exhibitsa system useful, 
magnificent, and harmonious. The stamp of an all-wise Bein 
is impressed in the most legible characters on all his works. ‘The 
good of all his creatures is an end worthy the best, as well as the 
wisest of all Beings. The various parts of the creation of God 
are subservient one to the other. The immense chain of being 
has a vast number of links, each one depending upon the other, 
and the whole massy chain fastened to the throne of God. 
Hence in the grand scale of being and existence, there is no- 
thing deficient, nothing redundant. Let not any then pretend 
to arraign infinite Wisdom, or prescribe limits for the track of 
Omnipotence. The savage beast we dread, the domestic animal 
that obeys our will, and the lamb we feed upon, jointly and 
equally promote the same greatend. A Divine power and skill 
was requisite to the formation of the insect, whose minuteness 
escapes our notice, as wellas in the huge structure of the stu- 
pendous and “ half reasoning” elephant. The smallest reptile 
which we tread upon, answers the purpose for which its exist- 
ence is designed, as well as the enormous bulk of the whale, 
which requires a sea to sport in, and yields ‘rivers of oil.” 
The same creative power that formed the magnificent and re- 
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splendent plumage of the peacock, gave the bat its form, and 
the qwl the figure which it bears. The American sea-serpent, 
the prodigious wonder of the mighty deep, is only a “aie dis- 
play of the same power that gave life and being to the shrimp. 
Every atom and particle, from the most refined substance to the 
dullest clod, fill up their due place in the order of things, and 
join together in a beautiful harmony, to form that admirable 
union which supports the whole. The connection and order of 
the yeneral series of existence will be as much broken, by strik- 
ing off one of the lowest, as one of the upper links ; for what- 
ever is taken away, must leavea chasm which nothing but itself 
could fill up. 


‘¢ in nature’s chain, whatever link you strike, 
Tenth, or ten thousandth, bursts the chain alike.” Pors. 


The mountains, which have by some nice artist been censured 
as shapeless protuberances, open a much more agreeable variety 
of prospect than the boundless extent of a flat level, which would 
rather fatigue than please the eye: but if we consider them as 
yielding the best and most commodious habitation to a great 
number of animals, affording the richest storehouse and reposi- 
tory for the fossil kingdom, giving rise to fountains, stopping 
and condensing vapours, with many other admirable uses, we 
shall be so far from wishing our globe destitute of these advan- 
tageous and ceapeae elevations, that we wust own, their beauty 
alone would well compeusate for their want of usé, and the be- 
nefits we receive from them make us ample amends for their 
seeming deformity. The winds, at which some of too delicate 
a frame are apt to shudder, and which blow in such a variety of 
directions, and with such different degrees of force, from the 
gentle breeze that fans the grove, to the destructive hurricane 
which overturns it, that they seem only fortuitous instruments 
of mischief, yet are produced by regular causes, for the most 
beneficial purposes. In their ordinary course they sweep away 
the stagnant vapours that are grown unfit for the service of the 
globe, and bring on a fresh succession of purer air. They trans- 
port our ships to the remotest regions, and make us partakers 
of the blessings which are scattered with such wide profusion by 
a beneficent God over the face of the earth. In their extraor- 
dinary effects, when the destroying angel directs the whirlwind 
where to pourits force, we hear the voice of heaven reading us 
an alarming lesson of our dependence: yet at the same time, 
this more icranila clears and purifies the air, and fills our re- 
servoirs with sudden showers. Thus we see, whatever damage 
may sometimes happen te particulars, from the violence of the 
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tempest, the whole is by no means able to subsist for any length 
of time, without the good offices of these excellent agents, which 
may be called the wings of commerce, and the ventilators of the 
whole atmosphere. When we survey the grand and stupendous 
phenomena of nature, we can have no doubt: of the benevolence 
as well asthe power and wisdom of their Great Author. For, 
without his upholding hand 





e¢ The great globe itself, 
Yea, all that it inhabit, must dissolve, 
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision 
Leave nota wreck behind.”? 


Every thing around us strongly intimates the gracious interpes 
sition and constant energy of God. The snow yields a kindly 
warmth, and gradual moisture to the ground like wool ; and the 
frost which is scattered upon it, manures it like ashes. (Psalm 
cxlvil. 16.) Justly is God said, in the elevated language of the 
Holy Scriptures, ‘to make the clouds his chariot, and to fly 
upon the wings of the wind; to remove the foundations of the 
earth, and make it tremble at his presence.”? But though we 


are afraid of the voice of his thunder, and dismayed at his light- 


ning shot forth like arrows, it is no small consolation to reflect, 
“that fire and air, hail and vapour, wind and storm, are only 
fulfilling their great Creator’s word.” To conclude, nothing in 
the whole chain of being is without its use, because nothing 
could be created without the concurrence of such infinite power 
and wisdom ; as it is absurd to imagine it should be employed 
about any thing not productive of some singular good. The 
same admirable design anu contrivance, the same pa and har- 
mony are displayed in the brightest characters over every part 
of the creation, from the fine texture of the mite, to the stupen- 
dous fabric of the solar system. Praise, wonder, and gratitude 
are our province; censure, and correction of the operations of 
nature will never become us, till a finite creature can compre- 
hend infinity, and one hid in this vale of darkness shall be able 
to spy out every secret spring that actuates the boundless whole ; 
till he can extend his view 


‘¢ Extra flammantia mcenia mundi ;”” Lucan. 
‘ Beyond the flaming barriers of the world;”” Rowe. 


and take in all that immense ocean of being, of which he himself 
makes so inconsiderable a part, as would be overlooked by any 
thing less than that omniscience, and unbounded goodness he 
so insolently arraigns, and so impotently endeavours to scan. 
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“¢ Let no presuming impious railer tax 
Creative Wispom ; as if aught were form’d 
In vain, or not for admirable ends. 

Shall little haughty Ignorance pronounce 
His works unwise, of which the smallest part 
Exceeds the narrow vision of her mind? 
——— , Has any seen 

The mighty chain of beings, lessening down 
From Inrinite Perrection to the brink 


Of dreary Nothing, desolate abyss ! 


0 a 2 awe. .-: 





ANECDOTE OF THE EMPEROR ALEXANDER. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Sir, 

It has been said of the Christian religion, that “ Kings shall 
be its fostering fathers, and Queens its nursing mothers.”? How 
fully this has been verified it is unnecessary to relate, or produce 
arguments to prove, as few, if any, denyit. I{t is, however, with 
great pleasure that we see the mighty Emperor o! all the Russias 
listed under its banners, and jending his powerful aid to spread 
through his vast dominions the knowledge of those Holy Oracles 
which are at once the foundation of the whole fabrick of it, and 
the only sure guide to a perfect acquaintance with it, and enjoy- 
ment of it. It has often been asked, ‘* How the Russian court, 
formerly the most licentious on the Continent, should now he so 
zealous in promoting the objects of the Bible Society ?”? A few 
particulars, lately come to my knowledge, upon this subject, may 
not be uninteresting to yourreaders. When Alexander came to 
the throne, few Bibles were to be found in his empire, and still 
fewer readers of them. The forms of religion were indeed prac- 
tised, but its influence was not felt, and the term Bible-reader was 
only used in derision, or as an epithet of contempt. A_ high 
place in the church and state (it is said the highest) became 
vacant by the death of the person who had filled it. ‘The Emperor 
appointed his favourite and friend, the Prince Galitzin, who had 
been and was his constant companion, in all his pursuits of plea- 
sure, and who at first refused it, on the plea of his entire igno- 
rance of religion ; but this objection was over-ruled by the Em- 
peror, who considered it of no weight. The Prince, on his first 
interview with the venerable Archbishop Platoff, requested him 
to point out some book, which would give him a concise view of 
the Christian religion. The Archbishop, rather surprised at the 
Prince’s professed ignorance, recommended the Bible. The 
Prince said he could not think of reading that book. ‘* Well,” 
replied the Archbishop, “ that is the only book there is, or ever 
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458 ANECDOTE OF THE EMPEROR ALEXANDER. 


wiil be, that can give you « correct view of the Christian religion.” 
* ‘Chen T must remain ignorant of it—reading the Bible is out 
of the question!” was his reply. The words, however, of the 
venerable Platoff remained upon his mind, and he shortly «after- 
wards privately bought and read the Bible. ‘The effects were 
soon visible. He was not known to he a“ Bible-reader,”’ but 
his manners were treated with contempt. Every one was dis- 
turbed ..ow by the threatened invasion by the French—Galitzin 
wis not so. iis companions were astonished. Was he become 
a traitor to his prince? It was impossible, his loyalty was un- 
doubted. Atthis important crisis he thought it his duty toacquaint 
the Emperor with the rock on which he rested unmoved at the 
threatened danger.. He requested an interview; it was granted. 
Ti invasion was naturally the first subject ofconversation ; and 
next. as closely connected with it, the Prince’s conduct. The 
Emperor demanded upon what principle he remained calm and 
unmoved, in the midst of universal alarm? The Prince drew 
from his pocket a small Bible, and held it towards the Emperor, 
who putting his hand out to receive it, it by some means or other 
fell, and opened at the 91st Psalm. “ O that your Majesty would 
seek this retreat,’ said the Prince, as he read the words of the 
Psalm. They separated. A day was appointed for public prayer. 
Tic minister who preached took for his subject the 91st Psalm. 
The Emperor, surprised, inquired of the Prince if he had men- 
tioned the circumstance that — at the interview, who a 
sured him that he had not named it. <A_ short time after, the 
Emperor having a few minutes Aas and perhaps lecling the 
necessity of Christian support, sent for his chaplain, to read the 
Bible to him in his tent. He came, and began the 91st Psalm. 
‘* Hold,” said the Emperor, “ who told you to read that?” 
“ God,” replied the chaplain. ‘ How!’ exclaimed Alexander. 
*¢ Surprised at your message,” continued the chaplain, “ I fell 
upon my knees before my God, and besought him to teach my 
weak lips what to speak. | felt that part of the Holy Word, 
which | have begun to read, clearly pointed out tome. W hy 
your Majesty interrupted me, | know not.”” These circumstances 
made a deep impression on the Emperor’s mind, and after the 
memorable battle of Leipsic he wrote to the Empress, (a virtuous 
and pious Princess, to whom he had been married soon after his 
accession, but from whom he was a short time afterwards sepa- 
rated,) to come and see what the Lord had done for him! and 
since which they have lived in the strictest bond of union and 
eonnubial happiness. 

With congratulations for the past and best wishes for your 


future success, I beg to subscribe myself your’s respectfully, 
R. F. 
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Tne Grace of God Manifested. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 
SHORT ACCOUNT OF MRS. ANN MILLER, OF WHITE-PLAINS, N. YORKe 


Tue subject of this memoir was the late widow of Mr. 
Robert Miller. He died in the beginning of the revolutionary 
war, in the autumn of the year that the regular troops landed 
on Long-Island; also two of his sons belonging to the provin- 
cial army, while he had a command at Hurl-gate. Mrs. Miller 
was left with the charge of five children, at a very critical time, 
and in a very trying situation. Changes are common to men: 
whether we travel, or are stationary, we continue not in one 
stay. Physically and providentially this was the case with the 
widow Miller: Though the place of her birth was the same 
with that of her death, for it was not known that she was fifty 
miles trom home during her life time, which was ninety-two 
years, one month of which she never spent abroad; yet few who 
travel could tell of more strange vicissitudes. Her house was 
for some time Gen. Washington’s head quarters. Her land was 
covered with tents ; and on an eminence, the highest in all the 
plains, belonging to her, and overlooking her house i in the rear, 
a permanent fortification was made, so “that not aday passed 
for many years without the noise of war, to which was frequent- 
ly added the sight of garments rolled in blood. The shrill fife, 
the sullen drum, the thundering cannon, the hissing ball, the 
moan of death, with the cries of the wounded bleeding officers 
and soldiers, were familiar to her. Hundreds of the globular 
instruments of death were deep lodged around her habitation, 
without injuring her or her children; neither was her house 
or field taken by the enemy, though continually girt around and 
besieged. She lived as in the fire, unhurt, uncontaminated ; 
for while she gave relief to the war-worn soldier, she gave in- 
struction to her children, and was so far successful that she lost 
not one. Sorrow and joy visited her habitation—her fears for 
the cause of her country were dissipated, after a long struggle, 
by a decision in favour of the United States. The cannon 
ceased—the earth quaked no more under the wheels of death! 
She lived to see another sabbath without hearing the drum call 
to arms. Death and life came to her house tn quick succession: 
the echo had but ceased which mocked the wounded stranger, 
before the voice of other strangers were heard in the land.— 
One from the south asked permission to rest in her hospitable 
dome, in the name of the Prince of Peace; and in his name 
that she would make a little cake of the meal left in the bottom 
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of the barrel, and one lock of hay to feed his beast, with libér- 
ty to tell the nature of his mission, which was that the winter 
was past—-the time of the singing of birds come—the vine with 
the tender grapes give a good smell, and that the voice of the 
turtle is heard in ourland. It is time toawake. It is day al- 
ready in the south. Pardon is offered to all sinners who will 
come and lay down the weapons of their rebellion, and fight ne 
more on the side of sin. ‘The holy spirit opened her heart to 
receive the word. While some mocked, others would hear 
what the babbler had to say; but few gave thcir countenance 
to those who turned the world upside down. Many talked; but 
few or none helped on withthe work. Mrs. Miller was a nurs- 
ing mother: she gave water to wash the hands of Generals 
W. shington, Putnam, Lewis, and other officers and soldiers : 
She provided for the disciples of Christ bread and water—her 
hands ministered to their wants, by which she became a mother 
in the church, and an heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 

Having experienced peace and pardon from God, through 
Jesus the Redeemer, she was the more solicitous for her chil 
dren and neighbours. She prepared her house for meeting, and 
bore the expense for several years without seeing much fruit, 
though not altogether without success: some fruit appearing in 
her friends and “neighbours. she was encouraged to bear the exs 
pense from hope, experience and love. | Thouzh the people 
about the lines and seat of war were gre atly demoralized, after 
a while the hearts of the Honourable P. Van Courtlandt, and his 
amiable consort, with some of their children, were turned to fa- 
vour the cause of Methodism, with other worthies who suffered 
reproach with the people of God. Let their memory live in 
the heart of every true Wesleyan Christian. 

They met the servants of God (who came from the south,) 
with bread and water, and enabled the itinerant to hold forth 
the word of life, till many being wounded by the word and 
spirit, ceased to rebel. Where this mother in Israel stood 
ready with the lint to stop the blood issuing from the wound- 
ed patriot. but a few years before; now she stood ready 
With the promises of the word to stop "the progress of despair. 
She who aided the physician to help the body, was aid to the 
Physician of souls in the glorious work of instructing and com- 
forting sinners. Yea, in her house, they who were all their 
days before subject to bondage, received freedom through Christ 
the Eternal Son, and were capable to teach and preach Jesus 
and the resurrection to others. 

Prosperity succeeded adversity. Her fields brought forth a 
plenteous harvest. Her flocks increased above what is com- 
mon, and as the house of Obed-edom was prosperous after the 
ark rested there, so she and her household prospered to a pre- 





ACCOUNT ©F MRS. ANN MILLER, 465 


verb. She lived to see her children’s children have children, in 
great prosperity, both in temporal and spiritual mercies. The 
beloved cause of Christ to have an abundance of friends, and ma- 
ny to rise up and call her blessed. She never appeared to abate 
her zeal, or to lose her faith and confidence in the Saviour ; but 
to enjoy the liberty of the gospel till her last moments. Her 
mental faculties weré not impaired, as could be perceived, at 
any time. She was able to give an answer of the hope that 
was in her, with reverence and fear. Her hearing was very 
difficult, which deprived her of Christian conference in some 
degree: but when | talked with her on the subject of depend- 
ance on. and communion with Christ, she was much animated, 
and expressed her humble dependence on him for present re- 
het and future happiness, by saying, “ I go to him in all cases, 
and tell him all my wants, as 2 child to a father.” 

In her last illness she expressed a fear that she might still be 
detained by recovering, as she had done ‘requently in like afflic- 
tions ; therefore she requested her friends and neighbours to 
pry that she might be taken to Christ this time, as she desired to 
depart to her best good. So it was she changed the cross for 
a crown, without one murmur or fear, knowing that God had 
wrought the blessed work of sanctification in‘her by the spirit 
he had given her, by which she was sealed, which is the earnest 
of the promised inheritance. 

Her funeral was attended by a great number of acquaintance, 
and all her children. An address was delivered in the meeting- 
house at the White Plains, to a number of different denomina- 
tions, who sat attentively and heard the Christian liberty read 
in St. Paul’s words, “* We know that if this earthly house of our 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” Few, if any, 
could doubt, that if there was such a knowledge, Ann Miller 
possessed it, with the benefits resulting from such a state. She 
waited as in the temple near two score years, experiencing the 
liberty of the kingdom, knowing, and having a disposition to do 
the will of heaven, with the ability to perform it, through the 


grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever anc 
ever. W.P. 
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Niscellaneous. 


Review of the “ Report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Mis- 
stonary Society.” published in the Panoplist, for June 1818. 


(Concluded from page 429.) 


In noticing the Report in our last number, we had occasion 
to observe that it had the appearance of misrepresentation in 
relation to the effect of the labours of the missionaries employ- 
ed by the Society in the eastern counties of Maine. We ad- 
duced the reasons which inclined us to believe that the candid 
reader, unacquainted with the facts, and remote from the scene 
of action, would, without any hesitation conclude, that the great 
revivals of religion mentioned in the Report, were the effect of 
the labours of these missionaries. A farther, and more critical 
examination of this extraordinary document, confirms us in the 
belief of the correctness of the view we have taken of it — 
However strong and explicit the expressions in the Report are, 
we would not say, either that the Missionaries in thei commu- 
nic:tions to the Trustees. or the Trustees in their Report, de- 
signed to impress the minds of the religious public with a con- 
viction that the revivals of religion noticed in the Report were 
the effect of these missions. We simply say that the represen- 
tations given would naturally produce such a conviction. But 
lest we should be considered as violating the principles of Chris- 
tian candour and moderation in our remarks, we think it proper 
to lay before our resdersa full and connected quotation from the 
Report, being a part of Mr. Emerson’s letter to the Trustees. 
‘In Winslow appearances are favoura!le, many are mourning 
for the desolation of Zion, and have strong hopes that the time 
is not far distant, when they will enjoy the stated ministration of 
the word. This‘is a favourable spot for a missionary station. 
Here are fewer prejudices against regularly educated. ministers 
than in any other town in this region. The back towns are in 
a.deplora!le state, enveloped in darkness, and overrun with er- 
ror. Winslow then must be an important stand.” 

After spending four weeks in these towns,’? (Winslow and 
Waterville) “1 was. directed to yo farther up the river, where 
the field was already white for the harvest. Since I was thus 
directed, I] have laboured in Fairfield, Canaan, Cornville, Athens 
and vicinity. In these towns the Lord has of late performed a 
great work. Hopeful subjects of renewing grace have been 
more numerous in Canaan and Cornville than in any other town 
which | visited) In each of these towns between eighty and 

one hundred have, in the judgment of charity, lately passed 
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irom death unto life.—Though many are building with “ hay, 
wool, and stubble,” yet I believe. thei “ foundation standeth 
sure, having - this’ seal the Lord knoweth them that are his.’? 

“In Fairfield and Athens trophies of redeeming love are nu- 
merous. Though some are “ turned aside to vain jangling and 
many unseemly practices ;”” yet numbers follow the meek and 
lowly Jesus, and have professed a good profession before many 
witnesses.” In Fairfield more than fifty have publicly declared 
themselves to be the Lord’s. Several more are hopeful sub- 
jects of the revival. 

‘In Athens more than twenty give satisfactory evidence of 
piety, and the revival increases. In most of these towns, in- 
stances of conviction and conversion, though less frequent than 
they were, yet are by no means uncommon. Thus the field of 
my labours has been large, and a great proportion of it white 
for the harvest. 

‘Many of them seem so anxious to have missionaries sent 
among them. that “I bear them record, if it had been possible, 
they would have plucked out their eyes and have given them to 
me,’”’ to present to your Society as grateful returns for past fa- 
vours, and as sure pledges that similar favours would still be 
thankfully received.” 

If the author of the foregoing extract did not design to 
have it believed that the work of religion in the towns men- 
tioned was the effect of his missionary labours, we conceive 
he must have been very unfortunate in his choice of words, 
and construction of sentences. When he received direc- 
tion to go farther up the river, the field was white and rea- 
dy for the harvest; which is always the case before the har- 
vest begins. The harvest then did not begin before Mr. E. went 
there! After naming the towns in which the work had spread, 
Mr. E. concludes, “ Thus the field of my labours has been large, 
and a great proportion of it white for the harvest;” and in lan- 
guage highly pathetic paints the attachment and affection of 
the people. In all the narrative Mr. E. has been so far from 
admitting any ministers of other denominations to the honoura- 
ble participation of the harvest, that he has assigned to them 
no better employment than sowing tares of the w vorst kind, or 
treading down the precious grain, while he was laboriously em- 
ployed in reaping the whitened fields, binding the golden sheaves, 
and bearing them to the sacred grainery. For his representa- 
tion of ministers of other denominations we refer our readers to 
the Review in our last number, and to the Report. We will 
only add in relation to this part of the Report, that the blessed 
revival of religion in the towns before mentioned, had com- 
menced, and was in the full tide of successful progress, under 
the labours of ministers of other religious denominations, before 
Mr. KE. visited those towns. This being the plain and unde- 
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niable fact, we submit. it to our readers to judge how far the 
represent tivns in the» Report coincide with the candour, 
charity, and integrity of the gospel. 
‘in every settlement or village, the faithful missionary will 
find some that love the truth, and embrace the distinguishing 
doctrines of the zospel.”? This, taken in connection with what 
precedes, contains more than an tniimation that other religious 
societies neither love the truth, nor embrace the distinguishing 
doctrines of the gospel. But what is negatively asserted here, 
is, in various other places, asserted in the most positive man- 
ner — False prophets multiply, and the people love to have it 
so.””"—The country, says Mr. Adams, is thronged with a multi- 
tude of nominal preachers, who are often doubtless wiser in their 
generation than those who preach the truth. Deceived and de- 
ceiving men, putting themselves forth as public teachers, while 
they themselves need to be taught what be the first principles 
of the oracles of God,—pernicious errors and delusions, such as 
are mentioned in the communications now cited, are not confin- 
ed to the counties of Kennebeck and Somerset. There is too 
much evidence that in the District of Maine extensively. they are 
like an overwhelming flood, and that multitudes of the people 
are carried away with them.’?? We might proceed much far- 
ther in our extracts; but the picture is already sufficiently fright- 
ful. O ye inhabitants of Maine! how shall Massachusetts give 
ou upto such.an ‘ overwhelming flood of error and delusion 7” 
Who shall guide your helm oi state ? Who shail raise you from 
“moral darkness and desolation? from ignorance, error, and 
delusion,” to a capacity of enjoying the immunities of a free, 
happy, and independent people? But our subject is too 
important and serious to indulge in irony. It should here 
be noticed that the Report, although it pretends to pourtrays 
the state of religion and morals in the Maine, is so far from 
giving any honourable credit to the labours of ministers of 
other religious denominations, that it indiscriminately loads 
them with the most opprobrious epithets,-—such as, ‘ Ignorant 
men,’’—“ sectarian preachers,”—" deceived and deceiving 
‘men,’’—‘' nominal preachers,’’-—“ {alse prophets,” &c. These 
are terms which certainly require the vocabulary of the Ando- 
ver Theological Institution to explain. It is nothing strange 
after giving us such a description of the preachers and people 
of the Maine, that we should b« informed that they are * pre- 
judiced against regularly educated ministers.”? That there are 
prejudices against ministers (or rather against some -of their 
opinions) professing, and preaching the distinguishing doctrines 
of Dr. Hopkins, and the Andover Institution, we shall not pre- 
tend to deny. Neither will we say that there are not circum- 
stances interwoven with the history of the Independents, or Con- 
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gregationalists, which have laid a foundation for the establish- 
ment of sentiments prejudicial to their influence in that coun- 
try; but, separate from these considerations, it is very foreign 
from the character of the citizens of Maine to be prejudiced 
against a regular education from the highest to the lowest mem- 
ber of society. It is hoped that the author of these strictures 
may say without ostentation, that having first drank the vital 
air in that country, and having travelled almost constantly 
for twelve years in the counties of Cumberland, Oxford, Kenne- 
beck, Somerset, Lincoln, Hancock, Penobscot, and Washing- 
ton, in a relation which afforded every advantage necessary to 
an accurate knowledge of the literary, moral and religious hab- 
its of the country at large, he certainly is as well qualified to 
form a correct opinion, as Mr. Emerson, who had been four- 
teen weeks 1n a few towns on the Kennebeck River. 

It is a matter of regret, that, while the Trustees surveyed, 
and so pathetically deplored the forlorn condition of the inhab- 
itants of Maine, and exerted themselves with such extraordinary 
energy to raise them from the vortex of moral desolation, they 
had not cast their eyes over the “City of their solemnities,”’ 
and its vicinily, and dropped their tears over the desolation of 
Zion, where learned sophistry had so dreadfully eclipsed the 
glory of our incarnate God. T'here, indeed, they might have 
found ample employment for their sympathy, their talents, and 
their zeal. There they had occasion to proclaim the cross, 
and the efficacy of the atoning sacrifice oflered upon it. Therg 
it was necessary to preach Christ and him crucified ;—to vin- 
dicate the dignity of his person, the brightness of the Father’s 
glory, and his express unage. From there to Transylvania in 
the west, they might have traced the passage of a dark cloud, 
charged with contents more destructive to the church of God than 
famine, pestilence, or sword. 

It is now time for us to enquire what those “ distinguishing 
doctrines” are, embraced by “some,” but rejected by the “ great 
majority’’ of the preachers and people. 

By the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel we are natural- 
ly led to understand those great and momentous truths peculiar 
to the glorious dispensation of Jesus Christ, and by which it is 
distinguished in particular from the Mosaic economy, from 
ethicks, and from all the superstitions of the heathen ; and, ina 
word, from all which is comprehended in natural religion. Not 
presuming to draw the exact line of distinction, we may, with- 
out hesitation, or fear of contradiction, consider the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ, his vicarious sacrifice upon the cross, by which 
a fallen and ruined. world was redeemed trom tae curse of the 
law, the pardon, or remission of sin by virtue ef this redemp- 
tion, justification from the guilt of actual transgression by faith 
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fn the Son of God. and the agency of the Holy Spirit in enlight- 
ing our understanding, convincing us of sin, renewing ow na- 


‘ture and Witnessing with our spirits that we are the children of 


God, as the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, to which we 
may add, the resurrection of the dead. If these are understood 
to be the “distinguishing doctrines of the gospel,” we believe 
it will be extremely difficult to find, not to say a great majority, 
but a very small number, either preachers or professing Chris- 
tians in the district of Maine, who will not most cordially sub- 
scribe to them; and we believe that the greatest exception 
would be on the part of the ministers and members of congre- 
gational churches, with reference to the agency of the Holy 
Spirit; and even there charity inclines us to hope we should find 
but few. 

But if the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel are com- 
prised in the following quotations, viz. “The decrees of God 
are his eternal purposes, according to the counsel of his own 
will, whereby for his own glory he hath foreordained whatso- 
ever comes to pass.”’ 

‘*'T'he decree of reprobation consists in God’s determination 
to fit a definite number of mankind for damnation.” 

** In forming characters, God exercises ne'ther justice nor in- 
justice’’— “*He forms the unholy character that he may damn 
the person who possesses it.” 

‘‘God was the author, origin, and positive cause of Adam’s 
sin.” 

“It is impossible to account for the origin of evil upon any 
other hypothesis, than this, that God is the efficient agent, the 
GREAT FIRST Cause of all sin.” 

“ By immediately acting upon the heart with energy to pro-. 
duce the volition, God produces every sinful act.” 

“’ The fall has neither ampaired nor destroyed any of the pow- 
ers or faculties of men.” 

“Men have lost none of their ability to obey his commands 
by the fall.” ‘They are as really able to obey every divine 
command as Adam was when he came out of the forming hand 
of his Maker.” 

“Impenitent sinners are as really possessed of strength, or 
capacity to love and serve God, as saints.” 

"Their total depravity is of a morad nature, and entirely dis- 
tinct from their moral powers.” 

We say, if these be “ the distinguishing doctrines of the gos- 
pel,” we believe a very small proportion of professed christians 
in the Maine ‘‘embrace” them: and lest infidelity should tri- 
umph, and the glory of the everlasting gospel be eclipsed, it is 
devoutly to be wished that the number of such believers max 
diminish daily. 
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it is not a difficult task for metaphysical refinements, in the 
view of superficial observation, to establish positions, equally 
wepu,nant to the oracles of God, the principles of reason, and 
the dictates of common sense. 7 

‘| would observe in general, (says, Mr. Holt,) that God is 
gathering in his elect.” It a then, that even in those 
“ revions of moral darkness and desolation,’”? God had an elect 
people; such, we hope and trust, as the scriptures describe— 
‘Elect according to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling 
of the blood of Christ;? of whom it may be said, ‘ Who shall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's Elect? eis God who justi- 
fieth” them. And shall not God avenge his own elect, who er 
day and night unto him?” Elect of God, holy and beloved.” 
Now, if Mr. Holt found such an elect, sanctified through the 
spirit unto obedience, justified of God, crying day and night unto 
him, holy and beloved, there must have been some “ burning 
and shiping lights”? in Bloomfield and its surrounding “ region 
of moral darkness and desolation.” But if he found an elect of a 
different character from that drawn by Christ and his apostles 
as above, it would certainly be no unimportant acquisition to 
ascertain by what marks they were distinguished from the com- 
mon mass of sinners,—the world that lieth in wickedness. 

Having in view the distinguishing characteristics by which 
Jesus Christ end his apostles have designated the elect of God, 
we confess ourselves at a loss to determine the true import of 
this extract from. Mr. Holt’s communication. bps 

‘But waving this rather obscure passage, we notice with 
pleasure that in Dartmouth, and vicinity, the power of divine 
grace has been displayed in calling the oul-cas/s and reprobates 
into the liberty of the elect children of God. ** In a communi- 
cation from Dartmouth to your Trustees, the Committee rep- 
resent the shower of divine influence to have been ‘ sudden and 
plenteous ;’ and the effects to have been most striking, and as 
they are almost constrained to express it, ‘Tremendous.’ ‘ /¢ 
has reached a people’’ they say, ‘who have been to the people of 
God like the wild boar of the forest.-—-The power of divine grace 
has been displayed in breaking down the opposition of those 
who were confirmed in habits of vice and sin, and in correctin 
their vicious habits ; also in taking young sinners, diffident and 
ignorant, and disposing them to speak forth the praises of the 
Saviour. We have.seen that their tongues were loosed. We 
have heard their hosannnas to the son of David.” 

In this account we notice a train of evangelical sentiments, 
and interesting facts; and have no doubt but the labours of Mr. 
Crocker were abundantly blessed ; and we sincerely pray that 
many more may he converted to God through his instrumenta- 
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ity, as seals of his apostleship, and stars in his crown in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. 

What farther notice we take of the Report will be of a more 
general nature. In the leading features of this document we 
discover a striking similarity to various reports and addresses 
which have made their appearance in the course of a few years 
Yast past. These communications, which have almost entirely 
originated with the Congregationalists i in Connecticut and Mas- 
sachusetts, with an extraordinary coincidence of words and sen- 
timents, agree to represent these United States in the most de- 
plorable and forlorn condition, in relation to religion and mo- 
rality, and the dreadful and alarming deficiency of the means of 
religious instruction. Indeed we shall not exaggerate when we © 
say that some of these publications, sanctioned by signatures 
which should give currency to nothing but truth, have repre- 
sented our country in a condition little preferable to savage 
barbarism, and have even descended to arithmetical calcula- 
tion to ascertain the number of souls destitute of the means of 
religious knowledge; aad the product is enormous indeed! 
When it is recollected that the Congregational ministers and 
churches are almost entirely confined to the New-England States, 
—that they are scarcely known in the great and populous cities 
of the Middle and Southern States, and that they have few, very 
few adherents in the extensive region of the west, we humbly 


‘conceive that the liberality with which they have issued and 


circulated these publications, partakes, in a considerable de- 
gree, of that self-esteem and ostentation which are generally 
apparent where party interests have a powerful influence over 
our opinions, and our actions. It 1s very possible, however, 
that some of the most exceptionable features of these publica. 
tions may have originated from sources which give them a claim 
on the candour of apology. 

¥bung men with all the stiffness and rigidity contracted in an 
Academy or College,—their Theological sentiments, and eccle- 
siastical habits formed by the models furnished in. their pre- 
ceptors and their authors; and at the same time possessing that 
lively conviction of their own superiority, which is not unfre- 
quently the handmaid of the Diploma.—W ith this coat of mail 
they are prepared for the combat and the victory. With hearts 
beating high in anticipated success, they quit the long fre- 
quented retreat of Andover or Yale, and venture abroad into the 
world: but so soon as they pass the line which divides the 
New- England from the Middle and Southern Sates, théy find 
themselves in a state of things entirely new. The inubidenes of 
civil authority in matters of religion is widely different. The 
ponds which unite the Christian pastor and his flock are bonds 
of duty, of affection, and of love. No bond, no obligation, ne 
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contract which subjects the hearer to the seizure and sale of his 
goods, and the imprisonment of his person, under the execution 
of a ministerial tax-law. Here he finds that the legislative au- 
thorities, conscious that they can never make Christians, seem 
determined not to make hypocrites ; and leave religion to stand 
on its own foundation, without incorporating a single stone from 
the whole mass of human jurisprudence. 

The forms of worship, and modes of church Se are 
different from those to which they have been subject from their 
infancy; and they meet with a certain freedom of religious sent?- 
ment and action, which forms a striking contrast to the maxims 
_of their theology, and the principles of their education. 3 

Under such circumstances, it is very natural for the mind, 
fully persuaded of the rectitude of its own habits of thinking, to 
suppose that every variation of sentiment and practice, is pro- 
portionally a departure from the right line of truth; and then, 
without the aid of a miracle, they perceive themselves sur- 
rounded with an * extensive region of moral darkness and deso- 
lation,””—a ‘* moral wilderness,’’? where ‘‘ ignorant”? and “ de- 
Juded”’ mortals offer their superstitious Cevotions upon altars 
inscribed “ To the unknown God.” Soured with disappoint- 
ment, and awake to all the painful sensibilities which imagina- 
tion is capable of inspiring, they draw the picture of moral 
awretchedness and ruin in their communications to their employ- 
ers, and the trumpet sounds “ long and loud’? to summons sufli- 
cient strength to “ undergird the ship.” 

From such representations, the citizens of this vast republic 
are grayely informed on the pages of a clerical Address,* that 


* Address of the Rev. Lyman Beecher, Chairman of the Committee of the 
Connecticut Charitable Society tur the education of indigent pious young 
men for the ministry. 

This extraordinary Add: ess, calculates the population of the state of South- 
Carolina at 415,115, and ailows the whole state but thirly-sic ministers quali- 
fied to preach the gospel. leaving a demand for ** three hundred and seventy- 
nine additional ministers, to supply a destitute population of three hundred and 
seventy-nine thousand, one hundred and fifteen souls”! 

‘* The population of Georgia,” says Mr. Beecher, ** is 452,063, while in the 
whole stale there are not more than fen ministers who are qualified to preach 
the gospel ; leaving four hundred and forty-two thousand, four hundred and 
thirty-three of the population of that state desitéule of such instruction as God 
has decided to be proper for the salvation of men’’ ! 

We will give no comment on these quotations, but leave our southern read- 
ers to form such opinions as will naturally arise from comparing them with 
the truth. We will, however, insert an extract from the Southern Evangeli- 
cal Intelligencer, wiich we believe to be entitied to as much credit, to say 
the least, as Mr. Beecher’s Address. ; 

‘¢ The following is, as nearly as we can ascertain, the number of ordained 
ministers in South-Carolina :—German Lutheran, 6; Congregational, 7 ; 
Episcopal, 22 ; Presbyterian, 49 ; Methodist, 100; Baptist, 109. 

*¢ The number of churches of each denomination, may be estimated with 
iolerable correctness, as follows: Congregational 9, German Lutheran 18, 
F.piscopalian 18, Presbyterian 99, Baptist 170, Methodist 300. 
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there is no Christian nation on earth so deplorably destitute of 
the means of religious instruction and improvement as this 
‘country. 

We can searcely conceive how it is possible for sober and re- 
flecting Christians to believe that such publications can ulti- 
mately promote the interests of the Christian cause.. And when 
we view them passing into foreign journals, and strengthening 
the bulwarks of the enemies of our national improvement, pros- 
perity, and happiness, we are constrained toconsider them as 
preposterous, and of very unhappy tendency. Such documents 
may evince the zeal of their authors, and serve for a time the 
too obvious designs of their circulation ; but misrepresentation, 
by whatever authorities it may be sanctioned, will ultimately 
lead to disappointment, repentance, and disgrace. 


“< Seceders and Roman Catholics are not included in the above estimate, 
the numnber of whose ministers or churches we have no means at present of 
ascertaining. 

‘‘ Of communicants in the above churches the following is the best esti- 
mate that can be made out, and probably is not very remote from the actual 
fact.—German Lutheran 600, Episcopal 1200, Congregational 1500, Presby- 
terian 10,500, Baptist 14,000, Methodist 16,000. A considerable proportion 
in inost of these denominations are coloured persons.”’ 

Asking pardon for dissenting from Mr. Beecher’s judgment, and beheving 
that the various religious denominations, and the good citizens of South Car- 
olina are capable of judging for themselves relative te the — of their 
religious instructors and pastors, we perceive that Mr. Beecher has made a 
mistake (leaving out of the account the Seceders and Catholics) of 259 minis- 
ters in South Carolina ; and we presurne that in calculating for several of the 
States, (for instance Georgia) the mista/e must be still greater. It is not our 
province to determine the competency or incompetency of men who fill the 
sacred office, in the different religious denominatiens in the United States; 
(and we have yet to learn who gave Mr. Beecher that authority) but we do 
not hesitate to assure that gentleman that among those ministers proscribed b 
his assumed prerogative, and unprecedented dogmas, men might be found, 
whose talents, learning, and piety would not disgrace the most popular pulpit 
mm Connecticut. 





For the Methodist Magazine. 


OR. ELY’S REVIEW OF ‘‘ METHODIST ERROR’’ REVIEWED, 


No. II. 


Messrs. Epirors, 


I] sHoucp be very unwilling to undertake the vindication of 
all that Dr. E. states that he saw, at the Camp-meeting which he 
visited. It would be an impracticable task: unless, indeed, | 
were to assume the principle that ‘‘ God, from all eternity, did 
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.”? Then, avith 


4 


those~whp.admit this primcinle, | would argue thus. : 
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God, from all eternity, did unchangeably ordain what- 
/  soever comes to pass. | 
But then these things came to pass; (as Di. k. states ;) 
Therefore, God ordained them. 
Again: Whatsoever God ordains must be right. 
But God ordained these things : 
Therefore, these things must be right, 


i can see no flaw in these arguments, unless it be in the prin- 
ciple which constitutes the major term of the first, on which they 
rest. But as to those who hold that principle, I confess the. 
conclusions appear to me to be irresistible. | 

When, or where, this Camp-meeting was held, Dr. E. does 
not say. This is certainly a matter of regret, as it might other- 
wise have been subjected ‘to farther inquiry. But 7fhe has 
given a fair and candid account of it;—if he was not keener 
sighted in the evil than the good ;—7f he has not taken more 
pleasure in relating the former than the latter, then ‘I will cer- 
tainly agree that it was at least an extraordinary meeting. 

That there Mave been irregularities and imprudences at some 
Camp-meetings, to which just exception might be taken, their 
warmest advocates, I presume, will notdeny. Yet, taking all 
the Camp-meetings which have been held, together, they think 
that the evil has been greatly over balanced by the good: and, 
indeed, that the evils which have been really witnessed at some 
of those meetings, have not been caused or originated at them, 
but only brought to light. The same people who have been 
their disgrace, would probably have been equally a disgrace to 
society, had their been no Camp-meetings upon the face of the 
earth. 

Dr. E. insinuates that at the Camp-meeting which he visited, 
there were “ tables loaded with ginger-bread and gin, all around 
the rough paling which fenced off the holy ground from the 
common woodland.” How did the Dr. know it was gin? Or, 
if he found this out at one table, how did he ascertain it “ all 
around” ? Again: When told on the spot that he had seen noth- 
ing immoral or indecent in all the Camp-meeting, he pointed, 
he says, “ tothe grog-tables that surrounded the camp,and to 
the sutlers of the establishment.”? Sttangers to the Methodists 
and their discipline, who may read this, will doubtlessly infer 
from it that these things are a part of their Camp-meeting es- 
tablishments. But what is the truth? Was this gin brought 
there, or were these tables set up and loaded with it by the Me- 
thodists ? Did they sell, or buy, or drink it, or countenance the 
abomination? Do they not exert themselves to prevent such 
nuisances, by procuring the controul of as much ground as they 
can around their camps, and absolutely prohibiting any such 
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thing within the compass of their authority ? And as to the fact, 
~-it Dr. E. saw, at this Camp-meeting, tables loaded with gin 
all around the rough paling which enclosed the camp, he saw 
more than I have ever seen, or ever heard of at any other.— 
here have, indeed, been miserable creatures who have an« 
noyed many of those meetings by selling liquors on the public 
roads leading to them; and in sume instances on some adjoin- 
ing lands, of which the managers of the mectings have not been 
abie to procure the controul. But why should the Methodists 
be any more responsible for this, than Dr. E. is for the ten 
thousand abominations which are daily and nightly practised 
vithin an equal distance of his church? Does he take equal 
pains to prevent them ? then let him be equally guiltless ; and 
if he be without sin, let him cast the first stone. 

‘¢ The most favourite place,” for Camp-meetings, Dr. E. as- 
serts, is * in the vicinity of a large city.” JI assert the contra- 
ry: and the contrary is so notorious a fact, that I know of no 
apology which can be made for this assertion of Dr. E., unless 
it be that of ignorance of the subject :—a very insufficient one, 
by the by, for a Reverend Reviewer, who inddiges himself in 
hespattering his neighbours so freely. , 

‘he one which he visited, was. held, he states, ** within a 
few miles of several churches, and a village which could have 
accommodated all the persons present.”? ‘This may have been 
the case in that instance. But in general, no church or church- 
es near, could hold half the congregations which assemble on 
those occasions. Dr. E. thinks, however, that ‘ the pews of 
a church’? were ‘* not so agreeable to the mass collected.”— 
This may be: and it is one of the very reasons why we do not 
confine ourselves to the pews of a church. We are obliged to 
take men as they are; and if we cannot get them into the pews 
ef a church, we think it better to get them together somewhere 
else, than to let them perish for lack of knowledge, from too ri- 
gid an adhereuce to established forms. By this weans, we 
doubt not, many of the poor have had the gospel preached to 
them, and many pubiicans and sinners thereby have been call- 
ed to repentance, who probably never would have heard it in 
the pewsofachurch. Dr. E. might have made the same objec- 
tion to our Lord’s detaining muititudes of men, women, and 
children, three days, in a wiiderness or desert, adjacent to their 
cities, villages and synagogues. (See Matt. xiv. 13—21. and 
compare Mark viii, 2.) It is true, these multitudes had neither 
tents nor provisions of their-own, and the disciples thought it 
would be best to send them away the first evening, that they 
might go into the villages and buy themselves victuais. But 
Jesus thought differently, And let me ask, had they been fur- 
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nished with tents and provisions, would this have made their 
meeting any more criminal ? : 

‘¢ But that accommodation,” continues Dr. E. “ which might 
be had in separate bed-chambers—was not so agreeable to the 
mass collected, whatever it might have been to the preachers, 
as tents full of straw, on which all descriptions ofspersons lay 
promiscuously.”? What he intended to insinuate of the Preach- 
ers, I shall not undertake to determine. But didany one, ex- 
cept himself, ever .see a Camp-meeting at which all descrip- 
tions of persons lodged promiscuously together on the straw of 
the tents? I appeal to all the world to say, and demand the 
time and place, 

The “ commingling of black and white” which our Reviewer 
speaks of, will be differently regarded, I am aware, in different 
regions ; and [ shall not trouble you or myself, at present, with 
any disquisitions, religious, political, or philosophical, concern- 
ing it. But I willtake the liberty to say, that at all the Camp- 
meetings which I have attended for thirteen years past, in Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, this is a thing 
which I never witnessed ; except, perhaps, in a few instances 
of a few persons only, casually and contrary torule. For it is 
well known that at all our Camp-meetings, there is always an 
express rule against such commingling; and that our Camp- 
grounds are laid out on a plan expressly to guard against it. 

Equally novel to me, and I imagine to most of your readers, is 
our Reviewer’s account of * the constrainers,” or persons ‘* em- 
ployed””»—yes,—employed :—for what? why—to compel men to 
come into the circle’?! Who informed Dr. E. that they were em- 
ployed for this purpose? and by whom were they employed ? 

But, above all, Dr. E. seems to have been most intently pry- 
ing into the affairs of the women, especially of the young women. 
He noticed particularly “a very large woman, with rosy cheeks.”? 
‘¢Some of the young women” says he, “ we saw took pains to 
fall backwards, in a favourabie position.”? How he ascertain- 
ed that they took pazns to do it, we are left to conjecture.— 
But the finishing touch of his picture is his representation of “a 
prostrate young woman,” with ‘a young teacher lying with 
his arm over” her, “ while addressing scripture to her ear’?”— 
** or something else,’’ as he insinuates in another place. These 
are very wonderful things indeed! although one would hardly 
have supposed that they were suited to the taste of the Dr.’s 
readers. It must be very evident, however, how greatly he has 
given himself the advantage of us, when he lays the scene no- 
where, nor gives us the Dramatis Personne. 

To what degree the Doctor’s vision may have been affected 
by the disorder of his optic nerve, itis impossible for us to cal- 
culate: but certain itis, from his own account, thathis nervous 

Vor, I. 60 
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system in general, must have been ina very perturbed staté; 
for he tells us himself that he had no sooner entered on the 
Camp-ground, than his very ‘“ hair bristled up with an involun- 
tary nervous affection ;”? and there is no probability, from the 
succeeding details, that this affection had in the least subsided 
before he left it. How long it was. after the events, before the 
account was written, we have no means of determining ; nor 
whether Dr. E.’s nervous affection had increased or diminished 
iu the meantime ; nor how it influenced him in writing. Neither 
can we determine, precisely, how much of oratorical embellish- 
ment tnay decorate his description, of which a soberer and less 
fanciful writer than himself, might have been disposed to strip 


it—What allowance, for instance, we are to make for this same 


*‘ bristling up” of his bair;—for his mathematical calculation 
of the posture of persons in prayer, ‘* with half the body eleva- 
ted from the ground, at an angle of about thirty degrees ;’?-- 
(what had become of the other half we are not told, but it would 
seein that their vertebrze must have been like snakes’, one half 
lying flat on the ground, and the other elevated,) —the ** living 
palisade”’ formed by * the dancing circle of new converts ;”— 
the * pig-pen,’? metamorphosed immediately, by as elegant a 
figure at least, intoa * basin ;”” and that, too, a basin of a very 
singular composition ; ** whose rim was a moving circle ot dis- 
cordant and impudent address”?! &c. But if any, even of ‘our 
numerous Methodist readers, Messrs. Editors, ever witnessed 
such a Camp-meeiing as this, according to the account of it 
exhibited by Dr. E. I assure myself that there will be found a 
sufficient sense of decency left, even among them, to “ desire 
never to see” such* another.”? And if they can agree with our 
Reviewer in nothing else, that they will agree with tim at least 
in his coneluding prayer :—** From such vanities’? (as he de- 
scribes,) ‘* May the Lord deliver all that call upon his name!’ 
To which I shall most heartily respond, Amen! 


Washington, (D. C.) Oct. 12, 1819. J, EMORY. 
‘ccmstatiaiaaaaiisicaitiats 
Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


a 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
Somerset, Ohio, Sept. 1, 1819. 


Dear Breturen, 

Inclosed I send you an imperfect description of a camp- 
meeting held on Fairfield circuit, Lancaster district, state of 
Ohio. The meeting commenced near Somerset, on the 26th of 
August, and ended on the Mondav following, 29th. If you see 
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proper to insert it in your valuabM#® Miscellany, you will confer 
a favour on your friend and brother, EK. RICHMAN. 


Tue auspicious morning at length arrived, and we repaired 
to the sacred grove, and pitched our tents. ‘The calmness and 
serenity of the weather, with the luminous rays of the rising sun, 
inspired us with hopes that we should be favoured with.an agreea- 
ble time during the meeting. Divine service commenced at three 
o’clock, in the afternoon, and continued with little or no inter- 
mission until late in the evening. After the first sermon, a cir- 
cle was formed, and the mourners, with suitable persons to talk 
and pray with them, were admitted. The Lord hegan to work 
in a powerful manner, and many were brought from nature’s 
darkness to the marvellous light of the gospel, and were ena- 
bled to rejoice in the rock of their salvation. The evening 
preaching was omitted in consequence of the scarcity of preach- 
ers, a circumstance that we feared would greatly militate against 
the prosperity of the meeting; but the Lord was better to us 
than all our fears: several preachers came during the meeting, 
and Bishop Roberts was accidentally, or rather providentially, 
detained amonz us for a few days. He preached nearly every 
day during the meeting ; and his labours, with those of his breth- 
ren in the ministry, were singularly beneficial. Sinners were 
awakened, and the cries for mercy were heard in almost every 
direction. During the intermissions, the children of God were 
engaged in singing and prayer within the circles formed for 
the reception of the mourners, and their labours were not in 
vain; for on these occasions the power of Ged was graciously 
manifested ; liberty was proclaimed to the captive, and joy and 
peace to the disconsolate soul—the bands and fetters of sinful 
slavery were broken asunder, and n@any were initiated into the 
glorious immunities of the sons of God. Inthe night season 
the scene was truly delightful; there were no hreezes to disturb 
the candles, and no cold winds nor chilling damps, to render it 
very uncomfortable. The silence of night was, indee'!, tre- 
quently interrupted by the groanings and lamentations of the 
broken hearted sinner; but to a pious mind these were not un- 

leasant sounds. The sons of Belial assayed to disturb us, 
and thought to cover the turpitude of their crimes with the sable 
shades ; but that God who was with his children, knew their de- 
signs. One who came on purpos: (as he afterwards stated) to 
spy out our liberties, and turn our manner of worship into rid- 
icule, was arrested by the mighty arm of Jehovah, and brought 
to see his deploreble situation, and the absolute necessity of a 
change of heart. 

By this time the work became pretty general, and the sound 
of rejoicing and the voice of mourning were heard from every 
quarter of the encampment—here might be seen the aged father 
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with streaming eyes prevailim® on his son to seek the Lord, and 
there the pious mother, with all the tenderness of maternal af- 
fection, soliciting her daughter to flee the wrath to come: in 
short, a universal yielding seemed to prevail: even the most 
stubborn sinners were melted into tears. On Monday morning 
the parting scene took place. The presiding Elder requested 
all those who felt themselves sinners, and who desired an inter- 
est in the prayers of the preachers, and more especially those 
who were the children of religious parents, to manifest that de- 
sire by coming forward to the stand. In an instant they were 
flocking from every direction, with sorrowful countenances, and 
uplifted hands, earnestly entreating the servants of God to re- 
member them at a throne of grace. The sight was truly affect- 
ing. From the little hoy of ten or twelve years of age, to the 
hoary head, the cry was incessant, pray for me, pray for me.— 
From this place we went to a spot, selected for the purpose, to 
commemorate the dying sorrows of our Lord and Saviour: it 
was a solemn and impressive time—our cups ran over with joy 


ond gladness, 2nd our hearts enlarged with gratitude to God, for 


his unspeakable goodness in the salvation of a lost and ruined 
world. Nearly*six hundred persons partook of the symbols of 
the body and blood of Christ ; and we have good reason to be- 
lieve that there were that number present who hed tasted of the 
good word of grace, and the powers of the world to come. It 
is thought that we are perfectly safe in our conclusion, when 
we say that about one hundred and fifty souls were converted 
to God, and a far greater number who went home under deep 
awakenings of ates) and with sorrowful reflections, and a sin- 
cere desire to escape that death which never dies. The gospel 
chariot is advancing gloriously. Oh that God may push on the 
victories of his cross from tfe rivers to the ends of the earth. 


Ba) 
—— 


Lo the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Savannah, (Geo.) Sept. 17, 1819. 
Dear Breturen, : 
ALTHOUGH we enjoy not so general a revival of religion, 
throughout the whole Conference, as has formerly blessed us ; 
and in some circuits, the work of grace, may even seem. to be 
put in a very languid state of progression, yet does our Imman- 
uel triumph and the cross prevail. Yes, it is now the language 
of many, ‘God hath visited his people ;?? and in some of our 
more favoured circuits, there are manifested a power and a ful- 
ness of grace, which in the same places, have never been sur- 
passed. | 
The presiding Elder -of this district, in reference to a Camp- 
meeting lately held in Warren circuit, (Ga.) thus speaks——“ It 
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was such an one, we all say, as we never saw before. I am 
generally thought to be largely under the mark, when I say 
there were, one hundred whites converted at it. More than 
two hundred have already joined the church, the fruits of this 
- meeting.” 

In the same letter, he adds,—“ Warren circuit, is ina flame 
throughout. Augusta, (Geo.) is looking up; six or eight were 
converted there within the last week.” 

The presiding Elder of the’ Broad-River District, (S. C.) 
under date of the 7th inst. says, “I have held two great and 
geod Camp-meetings in this district. The first was held in 
Reedy-river circuit (S.C.) at which, the Lord gloriously 
poured out his Spirit, to the convincing and converting of many 
souls. Old christians were revived; and no tongue moved in 
opposition. 

‘The second began on. the 26th of August, in the Sandy- 
river circuit, (S.C.) numbers were convinced and converted. 
After this Camp-meeting, our Quarterly meeting was held in 
Columbia, (S. C.) The Lord was with us in truth and pow- 
er: the people were all attention, and many of them in tears, 
seemed engaged with God in prayer. At the lovefeast, ten 
whites came forward and joined the church, and at the holy 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, sixteen more. Some blacks 
have also joined. We have pleasing prospects in this town. 
The Lord has done great things for us, and we are looking and 
praying for still greater things.” 

A revival of religion, wheresoever it may exist, is always 
* matter of exultation and joy; but to those who are acquainted 
with the town of Columbia, the present revival there, must be 
regarded with more than a common interest. 

Columbia is the seat of learning, as well as of the govern- 
ment of South-Carolina ; and our solicitude for the prosperity 
of religion in that place is greatly heightened, upon account of 
the very many youth of both sexes, who, from every part of the 
state, repair thither to be educated. Many of these frequent 
our church, and we may hope, will partake of the benefit. 

In relation to them, the probable results of a gracious change, 
carry us far beyond the immediate subject. We delightfully 
imagine the awakened sensibility and the rising contrition of a 
distant parent, weeping over the interesting letter of a newly 
converted child. The heart thrills with emotion, to contemplate 
the easy diffusion of the spark thus kindled through the whole 
circle of immediate friends. We anticipate too, the fruits that 
are to follow, when, in after life, a fixed character of virtue, of 
amiableness and of worth, shall have made the man or the wo- 
man a blessing and a praise. ) 

: Your very sincere brother, 


WM. CAPERS. 
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Poetry. 


eee 


G@HRISTMAS. 


BIORTALS awake, and hail th’ auspicious morn, 
Which patriarchs sought, and kings desir’d to 
See 5 
Forlo! the Son appears, a Saviour born, 
And earth receives th’ incarnate Deity. 


Immanuel, God with us, his mame declar’d, 
Reveals the counsels of th’ eternal mind, 

And angel hosts on lightning-wings prepar’d, 
Proclaim the godhead with our nature join’d. 


That Aumble form which now the manger shows, 
Amid the crowd of Betblehem’s gazing throng, 

Shall reign triumphant o’er his mightiest foes, 
And kings and nations shall his praise prolong. 


Him, King of kings, let heaven and earth pro- 
; claim; : 
For through him earth and heav’n are recon- 
cil’d ; Fae 
Saints on your altars write your Saviour’s name, 
And bring your off rings pure and undefil’d. 


Behold, ye nations, your deliverer come! 
The fong desir’d restorer of your peace: 
Shake off your fetters, burst vour midnight gloom, 
And claim through him your purchased release. 


Behold in him a ruin’d world restor’d ; 
Behold in him the light of nations rise: 

Ilis pame through earth and sea by all ador’d, 
Shall be the savour of your sacrifice. 


Before him idol gods shall prostrate bow, 
And all their vanquish’d priests confess his 
name ; ; 
lis arm shall lay their tow’ring temples low, ; 
And from their altars sweep the unhallow’d 


fiame. 


Flis servants cloth’d with everburning zeal, 
And arm’d with -veapons temper’d by his skill, 

Shali make their giant foes their weakness feel, 
And alJ their vanquish’d ranks with terror fill. 


The east and west, the north and south shall meet 
With one accord, directed by his light, | 

Fo raise their banners at their Saviour’s feet, 
In holy league against the powers of night. 


Almighty Jesus! lead thy armies on; _ 
Advance thy standard, vindicate thy claim, 

Till Abraham’s sons, and gentile tribes shall ewan, 
‘And all ascribe SALVATION to thy name. 


DEDICATION HYMN. 


FATHER of inercies, deign to hear 
The humble tribute of our praise: 

This temple at our haids accept, ; 
Our hands which now to thee we raise. 


Though heav’n be thine eternal throne, 
And earth thy hum!le footstool made; 

Thy power, and majesty, anc strength, 
In all thy mighty works display’d. 


Though angel hosts betore thee fall. 

And fill th courts with loftier songs ; 
Vet let this house ve thine aboue, 

And fill our hearts, and fire our tongues. 


Oft as thy people tread thy court, 

To hear thy word, and sing thy praise, 
O, let them find thee in the midst, 

And prove thy all-sufficient grace. 


Thy servants who thy truth declare, 
Anoint and quicken from above, 
That they their calling may fulfil, 
With holy zeal, and fire of love. 


Let sinners who their hearts have steel’ 
And long refus’d to hear thy voice, ~ 
Hlere feel the terrors of thy law, 
And in thy pard’ning grace rejoice, 


Within these consecrated walls, 
May Zion’s converts multiply, 

And generations yet unborn 
Unite thy name to glorify. 


QO, may our hearts, from earth set fre¢, 
Thy hallow’d temples still remain, 

Till this dark vail of flesh shall fall, 
And we our house eternal gain. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 
BREATHING AFTER IMMORTALITY, 


OH! how I long to quit this mortal! shore, 
And in those boundless regions to explore 
New scenes of wonder, glorious and sublime, 
Where rising prospects with new beauties shine: 
To see my Saviour, clasp his godlike feet, 
Veiled in silence near his flaming seat ; 
Behold his pierced side which bled so free, 
And view the wounds which once he bore for me: 
This glorious transport soon I hope to know 3 
I feel the fire within my bosom glow : 
I shall e’er long behold my Saviour God, 
And walk those burnish’d streets the saints have 
trod ; 
There join the choir, lost in th’ effulgent blaze, 
And with the throng, loud alleluia raise. 
Roll on. ye wheels of time ! and rapid fy : 
Ye seraphs wait, and wafl me to the sky ; 
Sick of these tasteless joys of sense below, 
[ pant to rise, and higher raptures know. 
This ardent love elates and burns my heart, 
And such divine emotions does impart, 
That should death come, he has no sting for mex 
He comes to set my captive spirit free. 
Hail first-born sons of light, now how ring 
round, 
While Jesus’ name is heard amid the sound ; 
But O! ye never, never can enjoy 
Kedeeming grace, which does my tongue employ. 
The blood, all-cleansing, has not been apply’d, 
To wash your spotless robes, by sin ne’er dy’d. 
Tis man, immorta: man, alone can feel 
The precious balm his wounded soul to heal ; 
He can appreciate, he can sing the praise 
Of Jesus love through never-ending davs. 
Soon as my spirit quiwring takes its fight, 
To bash in beams of uncreated light, 
My theme begun, will then forever be 
*Twas Jesus died,— twas Jesus died for me. 
That name, so precious, does my soui inspire, 
With ap immorta! flame of pure desire : 
I pant for life, for immortality, 
And ali the fuiness of the deity ; 
To see the infinite, and «laim the prize, 
The crown of glory, wich before me lies. 


MIRANDA, 
New York, Nov. 15, 1812. 
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